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In the United States, early detection and screening have greatly reduced the impact of cervical
cancer among all women. However, cervical cancer continues to disproportionately affect Native
communities and Native women are over 1.5 times as likely to develop cervical cancer compared
to White women. This year, relatives from across Indian Country answered the call to support
AICAF’s Turquoise Thursday campaign in January during National Cervical Health Awareness
Month.

Our community took action by encouraging their relatives with a cervix to get the human
papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine and take the Turquoise Thursday Pledge by scheduling a Pap smear
— two crucial steps in combating cervical cancer. HPV is an infection that can cause cervical,
throat, penile, anal, and vulvar cancers. Immunization is recommended for both children and
adults to help prevent 90% of HPV-causing cancers. The HPV vaccine helps protect against cervical
cancer, one of the most preventable and treatable forms of cancer, when detected early.

AICAF is dedicated to fostering community-driven solutions. We’re honored to continue to partner
with cancer survivors and Clinic Champions across Indian Country. Explore more ways AICAF
spread the word about Indigenous cervical cancer burdens.This year's accomplishments include:

RESOURCE BOXES CAMPAIGN MERCH
Created and shared five To help promote the campaign,
resource boxes with clinic custom clothing and stickers

partners, including a youth were designed for purchase,
serving organization. elevating opportunities to show
support for the month.

PLEDGES SOCIAL MEDIA

38 people took the Turquoise Turquoise Thursday had over
Thursday Screening Pledge online. 239,000 reaches & impressions!

WEBINAR SERIES RESOURCES
The series aimed to increase Two new resources were

| | awareness about Indigenous created for partners and our
cervical cancer burdens and relatives to share culturally
solutions, bringing in a total of 80 tailored messaging and
attendees. resources.

A heartfelt ketabi to our relatives who participated in #TurquoiseThursday, supporting X
W cervical health and wellness in Indian Country. Your involvement helps create healthier +

*futures for our communities. Keep the momentum going—learn more at AICAF.org or contact
health@aicaf.org to get involved.




LEGEND
[ ] States where pledges were completed

[ ] States where pledges were not completed

As a way to engage the community in awareness months and encourage
discussion and public acknowledgement of commitments to screening, AICAF
has developed a Screening Pledge. The Pledge starts with a short assessment
of risk factors, guiding individuals through current guidelines to understand
their screening timeline and need. The map above represents the locations
of the 38 individuals who have chosen to sigh a pledge, aiming to spur

discussions, encourage broader engagement, and make the commitment to
cervical cancer prevention more visible. Publicly acknowledging where
pledges come from helps inspire others to take action, strengthens
community accountability, and reinforces the collective effort to reduce
cervical cancer disparities in Native communities. Help us connect with more
relatives next year and increase screening participation by securing pledges
from every state.




In January, AICAF released a press release through the Turquoise Thursday Cervical Cancer
Awareness Campaign, emphasizing the urgent need to address health disparities in Native
communities. The press release highlighted the disproportionate impact of cervical cancer
on American Indian and Alaska Native women, noting that most cervical cancers are
caused by human papillomavirus (HPV), a common virus that can lead to several types of
cancer, including cervical, throat, penile, anal, and vulvar cancers.

AICAF stressed the importance of prevention, particularly through the HPV vaccine, which
is safe and effective in preventing up to 90% of HPV-related cancers. The press release
called on Native communities to take action by getting screened, discussing HPV
vaccination with healthcare providers, and completing the Turquoise Thursday Screening
Pledge. This initiative not only raises awareness but also encourages public engagement to
promote discussions, promote screening, and make the commitment to cervical cancer
prevention more visible.

The press release reinforced AICAF’s commitment to ensuring Native communities have
the knowledge and resources to protect future generations, while continuing to advocate
for culturally grounded, community-led efforts to reduce health disparities and promote
cancer prevention.

CALL TO ACTION

O Q
f Get the HPV vaccine %ﬁg Talk to your provider
Get screened @ 7) Sign the pledge

#CancerScreeningSavelLives







TURQUOISE THURSDAY SOCIAL MEDIA ANALYTICS

Platform Reach/Impressions Engagment



The Turquoise Thursday Webinar, Empowering Wellness: Honoring Women and the Vital Role of
HPV Vaccination in Community Health, was a resounding success, exceeding expectations in both
attendance and engagement. The high turnout demonstrated a strong commitment from
community members and healthcare professionals alike to address cervical cancer disparities and
promote HPV vaccination.

The webinar was designed to amplify the call to action set forth in AICAF’s Turquoise Thursday
campaign and align with the organization’'s broader vision of eliminating cancer disparities in
Native communities. By focusing on the importance of HPV vaccination, the event reinforced the
urgency of preventative health measures and community-driven solutions.

Featured speakers Danica Brown, PharmD, MHCA, BCPS and Rebecca Simon, MD, brought valuable
expertise and represented both the voices of the community and the medical field. Their insights
provided practical knowledge and culturally relevant perspectives, reinforcing the importance of
accessible and equitable healthcare.

The discussions were rich and thought-provoking, with audience questions sparking meaningful
dialogue on HPV prevention, HPV vaccines, and community engagement. Attendees left with an
increased understanding of the role vaccination plays in reducing cervical cancer risks and a
renewed commitment to sharing this knowledge within their own networks. This webinar
advanced AICAF’s mission and empowered Indigenous communities to take charge of their health.




.
Resources

A key component of the Turquoise Thursday campaign was the development of culturally
tailored educational materials designed for easy distribution in clinics and community spaces.
These resources were created to ensure that health information is both accessible and
reflective of Indigenous values, traditions, and identities. Always cited as a highlight by our
clinic partners, these materials provide critical education on cervical cancer prevention, HPV
vaccination, and the importance of regular screening. By aligning with the cultural and
community-specific needs of Native populations, these resources help build trust, encourage
engagement, and empower individuals to take charge of their health.



The success of the Turquoise Thursday Cervical Cancer Awareness Campaign is a
testament to the dedication, time, and collaboration invested by AICAF’s team and
partners. This initiative is more than just an awareness campaign—it is a deeply rooted
effort to address health disparities in Indigenous communities through education,
advocacy, and action. Every year, significant effort is made to ensure that Turquoise
Thursday is not just an event but a movement, one that inspires individuals and
communities to take charge of their health.

Bringing this campaign to life required cross-departmental coordination, strategic
planning, and strong partnerships with clinics, healthcare providers, community leaders,
and organizations committed to improving Native health. AICAF’s approach to planning,
involving several months of intentional engagement, is infused with Indigenous values,
ensuring that every resource, event, and outreach effort is community-driven, culturally
responsive, and impactful. This means collaborating with Native leaders and healthcare
professionals, incorporating traditional knowledge and contemporary health practices,
and ensuring that materials are designed with Indigenous identities and experiences at the
center.

The reach and impact of this campaign would not be possible without the tireless work of
staff, clinic partners, and external collaborators who dedicate their time and expertise to
advancing health equity. From developing culturally tailored educational materials to
coordinating nationwide engagement efforts, every aspect of this campaign reflects
AICAF’s commitment to cancer prevention and Indigenous health. The engagement seen
this year—from the high webinar turnout to the increasing number of pledges—
demonstrates the power of collective action in reducing health disparities.

This work cannot continue without the support of funders, partners, and advocates who
share our vision for a healthier future. Your support directly impacts our ability to expand
outreach, develop new resources, and strengthen programming that saves lives. AICAF’s
Awareness Month Sponsorship program provides an opportunity for organizations,
businesses, and individuals to contribute to this essential work. Sponsorship levels range
from $10,000 to $20,000 and provide opportunities for brand recognition, direct clinic
support, and visibility across campaign materials, social media, and events.

Sponsorship contributions help fund Clinic Champion Microgrants, culturally tailored
resources, screening incentives, and outreach materials—ensuring that Indigenous
communities receive the tools they need to prioritize cancer prevention. Sponsors also
receive a tailored impact report, detailing key activities, engagement, and the
measurable impact of their support.

By partnering with AICAF, you are directly contributing to eliminating cancer burdens in
Native communities and ensuring that Indigenous-led solutions drive lasting change. To
discuss sponsorship opportunities or other ways to get involved, please contact Melissa
Buffalo, CEO, at mbuffalo@americanindiancancer.org. Your partnership is invaluable in
creating a future where Native communities have equitable access to prevention, early
detection, and life-saving resources.
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